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2017: what a year for Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision - it’s been a stand 
out for all of us! 
Our unwavering commitment to our vision has taken us to yet 
another level, well and truly securing our position as a robust 
contributor to the Australian Not for Profit sector. 

The Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision board are incredibly proud of 
what we have achieved, with another successful year of raising 
significant funds. We are dedicated to ensuring these funds 
are channelled to meaningful scientific research projects to 
ultimately find a cure for Bone Marrow Failure Syndrome 
(BMFS).  

We could never have achieved this without the ongoing energy 
and support of so many people and organisations from in and 
around the community.  

I am honoured and privileged to acknowledge the extraordinary 
efforts and commitment, which were pledged, in early 2017 from 
our major partners;

Our collaboration with Snowdome Foundation and the invaluable 
support and partnership they provide us. Everyone at the St Kilda 
Football Club (with Maddie’s Match set again for 2018) and all of 
their efforts to support our fundraising. To Flavorite Marketing 
and their ‘tasty baby tomatoes’ providing a platform to promote 
Maddie’s Vision across the country through Coles supermarkets. 
To Converse for Maddie’s purple sneakers allowing supporters to 
wear our message wherever they walk. 

I’m delighted to see an exponential growth in Maddie’s purple 
fundraising days regionally across Football and Netball. Also, 
now in its third year, a successful dinner in Drysdale, Hobart. 
The Deakin Melbourne Boomers from WNBL partnered with 
us to hold a ‘purple day’ which was broadcast on Fox Sports 
while Winery Lane signed on as a new partner. Rotary Brighton 
continues to support us through 2018 along with Mercedes Benz 
Brighton, ALI (mortgage insurance) and MoneyQuest mortgages. 

Report from 
our Chair
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Importantly, thank you to the personal efforts from an array of teams 
and individuals who fundraise for us including Jane’s Army, Ben and 
Ford, Renee, Clarence Football Club and Lavington Football Club, Albury, 
Scoresby, Purple Dragons and also Liam who is growing his hair for us!  

We are incredibly grateful and overwhelmed by the support and 
commitment to our cause from all those touched by Bone Marrow  
Failure or a long-term serious illness.

We cannot do this alone, we know this not for profit space is 
saturated however working beside each other with family, friends and 
like-minded organisations with the same purpose and determination, 
we will reach our goals and make a difference to so many children 
and adults across Australia. 

Three years ago, our organisation was born from the loss of our 
gorgeous Maddie on 24 February 2015 and we strive every day 
to make her proud and honour her desire to find a cure for Bone 
Marrow Failure Syndrome. As a long-time friend of Fiona and Joerg 
Riewoldt it is my commitment to them, and Maddie, to continue our 
charge and deliver what we set out to do. 

To the Maddie’s Vision board, CEO Nicky Long and Administration 
Executive Kate Stewart – we achieve big things because we are all 
in this together. My heartfelt thanks for everything you have all done 
this year with such hard work, long hours and dedication to make this 
happen; we thank you. 

All of our supporters, sponsors and ambassadors have played their  
part in making us the success we are and will continue to be, your 
generosity and commitment is extraordinary and it is an honour to 
serve you as Chair. 

I look forward to working with you all in 2018 as we strive to 
#fightlikemaddie and make Maddie’s wish a reality. 

Jennifer Trethewey
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A highlight of 2017 was receiving a text message in late 
December from Elissa Vanderland; “He’s done it, he’s 
engrafted”. Immediately I was overcome with emotion. 
Happiness at the good news for Elliot and relief that his 
family finally had good news after a 300 day battle in 
hospital. Elliot is not cured but he has been given the best 
chance at health with his second Bone Marrow Transplant.  
I don’t need to tell you how we all felt when his first 
transplant failed. 

Elliot is a mascot for me – a real fighter and determined 
little man. He keeps us focussed on ensuring that his long 
road of overwhelming treatments become shorter and that 
we continue our energetic passion towards alternative, less 
toxic and more known treatment outcomes.  Elliot is in my 
thoughts daily and he is the face I see when I work towards 
the possibilities. 

The Vanderlands are not alone and as emotionally 
challenging as it is to hear patient stories, it is a highlight 
for me personally to connect with them. Quinn, Blake, Joel, 
Adrian, Sam, Indyanna, Harley, Jane and Luci – just to name 
a few. It was also a highlight to hear the happy news that 
Jamie Wiedermann not only became pregnant but had 
her healthy little girl after her long battle with Aplastic 
Anaemia. It is tough being part of the highs and lows these 
families go through but it is the lifeblood of our mission and 
we are grateful for their openness and welcoming us into 
their hearts when life sometimes couldn’t be worse. 

I know that this is also what drives the extraordinary 
researchers that we are funding. It is also what connects 
us with the generosity from our Ambassadors. Together 
with the dedicated committee members, we set important 
fundraising and granting targets – their personal 
contributions are featured later in this review. 

Reflections 
from our CEO
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Lastly, everything we do is heavily reliant on passionate 
volunteers. Many of these people have busy careers or 
family lives and yet, they still find a way to single out 
time to do something to help Maddie’s Vision – to help 
the patients they understand are less fortunate than their 
own loved ones. Working with volunteers who give time, 
money or introductions to networks who can help, is a 
daily delight.

Maddie’s Vision isn’t able to achieve what we do without 
so many. My personal & professional reliance on all of it is 
appreciated. On a daily to weekly basis, I can’t thank the 
One Small Step Collective team for all of the creative and 
marketing support they give us (& have continued to do 
since the beginning) as well Anthony Willis and his team 
who support all of our accounting and financial needs. 
These two organisations have generously given so much 
and literally are the organs of our body of work. 

Thankyou to the board, committees, partners, sponsors, 
donors and all supporters for the support you give us but 
in many instances, to me personally. It is makes this work  
a passion and a profession. To know that you have 
our back, understand and jump on board to achieve 
everything that we do. Our research already has great 
achievements but our work is only just beginning and we 
look forward to continuing our work with you to build our 
vision towards a cure. 

Big hugs for a special year ahead,

Nicky Long
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JUNE 2015-JUNE 2017

$1.877M

FUNDS 
RAISED 
SINCE 
INCEPTION 

PROBONO 
SUPPORT

EXPENSE 
RATIO

AUDITED 
Financial Years 

$584,598

22%
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June 2015-Dec 2017

$683,660

FUNDS 
RAISED
Financial year 16/17

$2.253M
TOTAL FUNDS 

GRANTS 
COMMITTED
$1.3M*
6 research projects
*Grants are awarded every calendar 
year. This is an ongoing cycle as 
we search the nation for the most 
important research projects.
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Bone marrow failure syndromes are 
not common conditions, but they are 
devastating, long term and completely 
debilitating conditions associated with 
a high resource burden for patients, 

families and the community. The impact of 
these diseases is magnified by the fact that 

they often affect young, otherwise completely 
well people at a time when they should be at their most 
productive in education and employment. The supportive 
care (blood product transfusions, antibiotics and hospital 
monitoring) and definitive therapies (complex immune 
suppressing therapies and bone marrow transplantation) 
are hugely expensive in terms of both direct costs 
(estimated at $300,000 per intensive hospital treatment 
and > $1,000,000 over the lifetime of the patient) and 
in terms of lost earnings and lost opportunities for the 
patient and their carers. Critically even currently useful 
therapies such as immunosuppressive treatments and 
bone marrow transplantation can be can be associated 
with life-altering side effects. 
Approximately 160 young Australians are diagnosed with 
a BMF syndrome each year. Many more will present with 
related bone marrow conditions such as Acute Myeloid 
Leukamia (AML) and Myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) 
and rarer conditions such as congenital abnormalities of 
white cell and platelet production. Sadly, more than half 
of these patients will die from their disease. 
The biology of BMF and the biology of AML and MDS are 
closely linked and in many (30%) of instances patients 
initially diagnosed with BMF will evolve into these related 
conditions over the course of months to years. The close 
relationship of these conditions is via their shared root 
cause of abnormal bone marrow biology, which leads 
to the suppression of normal bone marrow productivity 
(bone marrow failure) and/or the emergence of abnormal 
bone marrow stem cells with cancerous patterns of 
growth (the hallmark of AML and MDS). Dissecting and 
understanding the bone marrow biology that drives BMF 
syndromes is the key to finding a cure. Critically, the 
findings in bone marrow biology of BMF will also result 
in improved understanding of AML and MDS biology and 
result in improved outcomes for patients diagnosed with 
these life threatening conditions. 

Research Projects  
The cornerstone of our mission for a cure
What is the problem we are trying to solve? 
By Grants Committee Chair: Prof David Ritchie

Research Projects
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Critically, Maddie’s Vision 
has been deliberately 
strategic in the type and 
nature of its awarding 
of funding. We have 
provided fellowship and 
project grants across 
these 5 pillars:

1. Comprehensive 
clinical data and 

sample collection 
on current and 

newly diagnosed 
patients with BMF. 

2. Genomic and 
epigeneomic control 
of Haematopoeitic 

Stem Cell (HSC) 
survival, growth and 

differentiation.

5. Monitoring 
and predictors 
(biomarkers) of 

prognosis, response 
to treatment and 
disease evolution

3. The components 
and control of the 
HSC niche within 
the bone marrow 

(microenvironment)

Research Projects

4. Abnormalities 
of immune 
function5. 
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Fellowship grants have been 
directed at attracting and 
retaining the best young 
researchers into the field of 
BMF in order to build capacity 
in research. Project grants 
have been directed at utilising 
existing research expertise 
and technical capacity in 
order to build a critical mass 
of research activity in BMF.

The Maddie’s Vision board 
has a robust and transparent 
annual granting process 
managed and supported 
by our Grants Committee. 
Through this process, we have 
attracted applications from 
researchers of the highest 
standard and in the last two 
years, selected the following 
cutting-edge research 
projects for funding:

Projects Funded

Identification of miRNA 
biomarkers which play a 
functional role in disease 
pathogenesis and are 
predictive of inferior 
outcomes in AA/MDS 
(Dr Lynette Chee, Royal 
Melbourne Hospital)

The Australian Aplastic Anaemia 
Registry as a Means for Advancing 
Effective Treatment of Aplastic 
Anaemia (Transfusion Outcomes 
Research Collaborative (TORC). TORC 
is a consortium of members of Monash 
University Department of Epidemiology 
and Preventive Medicine at The Alfred 
Hospital, along with members of the 
Red Cross Blood Service) 

2016/

2016/

2015/

/2019

/2018

/2018

Prevention and treatment 
of bone marrow failure 
in Fanconi anaemia and 
other inherited disorders– 
part 1 (Dr Wayne Crismani, 
St Vincent’s Research 
Institute)

Projects Funded
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In 2018, we will continue to 
grant funding to important 
research projects. We are 
also actively fundraising for a 
Centre of Excellence in Bone 
Marrow Biology (approx. 
$3million needed) as well as 
establishment of a National 
Biobank (approx. $800,000 
needed). Both of these 
require long term funding 
commitments and are critical 
success factors to bringing 
all of our current projects 
together. 

For all of this work to date, we 
are indebted to our volunteer 
grants committee – 
Prof Suzanne Crowe, 
Dr Rachel Conyers and 
Prof David Haylock. Our 
committee have spent 
enormous hours, prioritising 
their time to ensure they 
can meet, review, assess 
and advise our board’s 
determination towards our 
vision. We are very grateful 
for their ongoing commitment 
to make a difference to the 
lives of people impacted.

Predicting malignant transformation of 
bone marrow failure syndromes using 
longitudinal targeted sequencing of 
peripheral blood and cell-free DNA 
(cfDNA) (Dr Piers Blombery, Victorian 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre)

Genome editing of 
haematopoietic stem 
and progenitor cells 
to uncover novel 
therapeutics for aplastic 
anaemia and other bone 
marrow failure syndromes 
(Dr Yih-Chih Chan and 
Prof Mark Dawson, 
Sir Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre) 

20 1 7/

20 1 7/

20 1 7/

/2020

/2019

/2019
Prevention and treatment of bone 
marrow failure in Fanconi anaemia and 
other inherited disorders – part 2 (Dr 
Wayne Crismani, St Vincents Research 
Institute)
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Calendar of 
Fundraising
Highlights
January-December 2017
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Calendar of 
Fundraising
Highlights
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ConverseXMaddie 
Partnership

In April 2016, Converse first partnered with 
Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision to support research 
into Bone Marrow Failure Syndrome with the 
launch of an exclusive limited edition purple 
Maddie Chuck. Twenty dollars from each sale 
was donated directly to Maddie’s Vision.  

In March 2017, Converse continued the 
partnership – growing the offer to include 
new children’s sizes. This meant that 
everyone in the family could now wear 
Maddie’s Vision purple Chuck shoes.  
 
The partnership was promoted in Converse 
stores in Melbourne and sold online 
nationally. Converse launched their own 
campaign last year with the partnership 
and promotion including instore with 
merchandising and signage.  

A number of key people supported this 
generous initiative and we are pleased to 
announce that it reached record sales, almost 
selling completely through the range!

Thanks to the team at Converse, Rachel 
Kraksy and Dean Templeton, for their 
ongoing support and commitment to raise 
funds and awareness for Maddie’s Vision. 

January, February, March & April

St Kilda Football Club

Rebecca Maddern
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ALI Pre-season 
Footy Panel 
Evening
The partnership between Australian loan protection specialist, 
ALI Group and Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision was launched at 
an exclusive AFL studded event on March 16 at the MCG. 
This was attended by mortgage brokers and Ambassadors, 
Nick Riewoldt, Brendon Goddard (Essendon), Darcy Vescio 
(Carlton) and hosted by Tiffany Cherry. In its inaugural year, 
the incredible show of support shows a promising future for 
this partnership to flourish and assist with raising funds and 
awareness for BMFS.

ALI Group, CEO, Huy Trung says “Maddie’s Vision resonated 
with me and the team at ALI Group on many levels. Firstly, we 
see the impact of serious illnesses on young adults so it’s good 
to be able to support an organisation that focuses on finding a 
cure for BMFS, which is most common among young adults.

Secondly, Maddie Riewoldt Vision is very family orientated and 
this aligns with our strong sense of family – we protect home 
buyers and their families on a daily basis.”

January, February, March & April

Tiffany Cherry, Brendon Goddard, ALI CEO, Huy Truong, Nick Riewoldt,  
Darcy Vescio.
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Brighton Rotary 
Night of Stars

Madison Torres-Davy 
Movie Night

Albury SS&A Fundraising 
dinner and football match

January, February, March & April

Peter Barwick, Joe Riewoldt, Justin Koschitzke, 
Henry Playfair (Sydney Swans)

‘Time For That’ was 11-year old Madison 
Torres-Davy’s 2016 Marrowthon challenge 
to raise funds for MRV. For the premiere of 
her movie, “Time for That”, Madison hosted 
a screening and raised a huge $2700 plus 
an additional $3392 from her Marrowthon 
efforts. All up, she single-handedly 
raised over $6000! We thank Madison 
for her amazing initiative and ongoing 
contribution to everything we do. Madison 
was awarded a scholarship at Wesley 
College. All of this while she continued her 
acting career on “House Husbands”.

Brighton Rotary invited us to participate 
in their major fundraiser with Nick 
Riewoldt as a guest speaker. This was a 
sell-out evening which also featured Kevin 
Bartlett, Kevin Sheedy, Nicole Livingstone, 
Dave O’Neill and Jasmine Garner.  Our 
first time working with Rotary was a 
great success and we’re looking forward 
to partnering with this extraordinary and 
professional organisation again in 2018.

SS&A Club hosted a fundraising night before 
the Saints took on last season’s AFL Final 
runner-up, Sydney in a pre-season match 
at Lavington Oval on March 12, 2017. All 
proceeds raised from the evening went to 
Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision. SS&A Club chief 
executive Gerard Darmody organised a team 
of people and proudly raised $8500. The 
night featured interviews with Nick Riewoldt 
and ex-Saints’ player, Justin Koschitzke. 
“Kosi” has been a huge support of previous 
events raising awareness for Maddie 
Riewoldt’s Vision during his recent playing 
stint with Lavington Panthers.
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Marist (WA) 
Girls Football 
Team season 
launch
The Marist girls team, formed 
two years ago, continued their 
support of Maddie’s Vision 
in 2017. Fremantle Docker 
Lachie Weller kindly attended 
their launch day where the 
girls once again chose to 
wear purple jumpers bearing 
our logo. Throughout their 
season, the girls and parents 
fundraised through sale of 
food and gold coin collections. 
We look forward to continuing 
our partnerships with Marist 
girls in 2018 who have now 
grown to two full girls teams. 

January, February, March & April

Marist Girls Football Team, Western Australia

Parkview Golf Day
What’s better than a hole-in-one? Raising $12,000 from 
a day on the golf course! And that’s what Melbourne 
Parkview Hotel raised from their second annual golf day. 
We’re grateful for their fundraising but also the energy 
and effort they poured into the event. Parkview also 
generously hosted one of our board meetings, providing 
a beautiful meeting room and dinner for our board 
members.

GM Laurie Littmann with Marketing 
Director, Julie Corner

BBB Partners regular 
giving staff morning tea
Since our formation in 2015, BBB Partners have been continuous in their generous giving.  
The team at BBB have been personally affected by the loss of one of their close colleagues, 
Josie, who lost her battle with Aplastic Anaemia. By putting on several staff morning tea events 
through the year, and the business matching funds raised, they have generously given several 
thousand dollars. 

One of the partners, Michael Patterson’s wife successfully recovered from Aplastic Anaemia. 
Wendy Patterson has been instrumental in setting up a patient support group for people with 
paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria (PNH), a condition that she also now manages. Wendy has 
also assisted Maddie’s Vision through volunteering and providing insights for our strategy day in 
October. We look forward to continuing to work with Michael and Wendy in 2018 and beyond. 
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MRV were the winners of the 
‘Hole in one’ Mercedes-Benz 
Brighton Golf Day! While 
we didn’t get an actual hole 
in one, participants raised 
money for their opportunity. 
Thank you to our official 
partners for their regular 
contribution from their 
customer events. 

January, February, March & April

Mercedes Benz 
Brighton Golf Day

Geoff Quik with golf day winner Mark Hall and Nick Riewoldt
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Jane Barnes has been a big supporter of Maddie’s Vision 
since day dot. Last April, she rallied an army of 400 people 
and raised $5000.  She has been battling a rare form of 
leukemia, a mix of AML (acute myeloid leukemia) and ALL 
(acute lymphoblastic leukemia) since March 2016. Prior to 
this, she was a healthy young woman, a keen netballer who 
prided herself on playing four-strong quarters as centre and a 
recreational runner who had completed three half-marathons. 
After diagnosis on March 7, 2016, she began chemotherapy 
the very next day. Although Jane went into remission after the 
first round of medication and continued with chemotherapy, 
she underwent a bone-marrow transplant in June. A search of 
the world database matched her blood type to a 28-year-old 
German woman – just like Maddie Riewoldt, who received  
a bone marrow donation from France. Jane was grateful  
for a stranger on the other side of the world and their vital  
gift of life. 

However, the treatment was less successful than everyone 
hoped. The leukemia returned. In November 2016, Jane began 
a new treatment, a world-first trial of injections and tablets 
involving two drugs that had been used separately but never 
together in the fight against leukemia.

The trial will last 24 cycles, each lasting 28 days. Jane felt 
she improved and after two months of the trial was back in 
remission. Tests last week showed lower levels of leukemia in 
her body. She kept her hair with the new treatment and started 
to resume normal things – like driving her car.

The Barnes family is well known in football circles in the 
southern bayside area. Jane’s father is a legendary former 
Ormond player and VAFA coach, and her brother Michael 
won a Sandringham Dragons best-and-fairest and is now at 
St Bedes Mentone Tigers. Her uncle Steve coached in the 
old VFA, is a life member of the Southern league and knows 
anyone who’s pulled on the boot. And, her cousin Heath 
was a champion player at St Paul’s East Bentleigh, a family 
immersed in the game “Jane’s Army’’ did a 5km run or walk 
at Boss James Reserve in Hampton on Sunday, April 2, and a 
staggering turnout of 400 people attended.

A huge thanks to Hampton Rovers Football Club for hosting 
the event. Jane donated funds raised to Maddie’s Vision and 
The Alfred Hospital.

January, February, March & April

Jane’s Army:  
Thank You Jane Barnes

Hugh Goddard and Jane Barnes
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On Wednesday June 7, Snowdome 
Foundation and Maddie Riewoldt’s 
Vision joined forces to raise 
$400,000 at the inaugural Bloody 
Good Dinner. Hosted at Melbourne’s 
historic Meat Market Pavilion, 
with MC Hamish McLachlan, the 
fundraiser showcased Merivale’s 
newest restaurant, Fred’s with chef 
Danielle Alvarez and exceeded all 
expectations.

All thanks to the very generous 
support of our pro bono partners 
who donated everything to allow 416 
guests to be looked after and our 
100 volunteers to create this special 
event. We are indebted to all those 
who attended and supported this 
very important occasion for everyone 
affected and extend a huge thank 
you to everyone involved. Danielle 
Alvarez, Freds & Merivale, Dann 
Event Hire, Blakes Feast Catering, 
City of Melbourne Meat Market, 
Baker D Chirico, Forty Spotted Rare 
Tasmanian Gin, Overeem Whiskey, 
Décor It Events, O’Connor Beef, 
Taltarni Vineyards, Sapporo Brewery, 
San Pellegrino, Glentree, Hartshorn 
Distillery, Pt Leo Estate, Lavazza, 
Cargo Crew, Ocean Made Seafood, 
Rosabrook Wines, Calendar Cheese, 
Rutherford Entertainment, Monaco 
Sound & Vision, Light and Shade 
Photography, Fresh Generation Food, 
Inspired Ingredients, Lark Distillery, 
Saturday Paper, Barsmith Events plus 
Captains Choice, Triple M Melbourne, 
Bulgari, Hugo Boss, Hentley Farm 
Restaurant, Grossi Florentino, Moët 
& Chandon as well as our creative 
partners, Town Square.

May, June, July & August

Jan Clark, Jennifer Trethewey and Fiona Riewoldt

The Riewoldt Family
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100 per cent of funds raised will 
be used to support a fellowship 

position for three years to 
conduct a world-first medical 
research project focussed on 
improving the outcomes of 

bone marrow transplantations. 
Having a successful bone 

marrow transplantation can 
lead to a cure for Bone Marrow 

Failure and Blood Cancers.

Fiona Riewoldt, Alex Riewoldt and 
Susan Shadforth

Nicky Long together with the Snowdome team; Helen Gandel,  
Amanda Jones, Miles Prince and Michael Robertson

MC Hamish McLachlan, Joe Riewoldt 
and Miles Prince

Some of our beverage sponsors
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The Saints, Richmond and 
broader AFL community once 
again came together to support 
Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision on 
July 8 at Etihad Stadium. The 
previous two instalments of 
Maddie’s Match have produced 
stunning scenes that transformed 
the stadium into a sea of purple. 

This year witnessed a close-
to-capacity crowd (45,000+), 
attendees all riding a wave of 
emotion and everyone came 
out in colour to support the 
cause. The team was led onto 
the ground by Nick for one last 
time, making Maddie’s Match 
a night to remember. St Kilda 
put Richmond to the sword in 
the first half, before running out 
67-point winners.

May, June, July & August

Maddie’s 
Match

Off the field, the night was just as 
unforgettable with Melbourne rockers, 

British India, performing a set inside the 
arena, and limited-edition merchandise 
selling out as Saints and Tiger fans got 

behind us and the Riewoldt family.

22

Thankyou Carly Riewoldt together with Richmond cheer squad 
for the awesome banner
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Maddie’s Match will 
again be one of the 
highlights of St Kilda’s 
season in 2018. It’s a 
Friday night blockbuster 
on Friday July 20.

Nick and Jack with Quinn Snow. Photos courtesy of AFL media,  
St Kilda Football Club and Michael Klein

We can’t thank the football community, 
media, Saints and Tigers enough for 
getting behind our mission, countless 
hours from the committee, marketing and 
communication teams at both the clubs. In 
particular, Quinn Snow & Elliot Vanderland 
for being our heroes and supporting all of 
the important messages about what we 
are trying to achieve. To Nick R & Jack R – 
big appreciation for all of your additional 
efforts and the guidance and advice of the 
committee. Of special note, Matt Finnis – 
giving your team the wings to make it fly, 
Brendon Gale for continuing to support 
the Saints in their efforts and allowing the 
Richmond community to open their hearts 
to us. Lastly, but not at all least to Carlie 
Merenda for weaving her PR magic once 
again and ensuring the promotion of crowd 
attendance was another record for Etihad. 

We simply can’t wait again for July 20, 2018!

23

Elissa Vanderland with Elliot

Nicky Long and Glenn Maxwell
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From June 28 to July 8 2017, 
11 top AFL players joined 
11 of Australia’s leading 
contemporary artists to bare 
their souls and spirits in an 
unexpected contemporary 
art exhibition ‘The Art of 
Football’.

Displayed at the NAB building 
in Docklands before being 
auctioned by the players’ 
respective clubs, ‘The Art of 
Football’ was the idea of surf 
coast designer Xavier Davies, 
a good friend of Nick’s, who 
wanted to do something to 
honour the memory of Maddie 
Riewoldt, as well as creating 
an opportunity to raise money 
for Maddie’s Vision to help 
fund research and find a cure 
for BMFS.

The result was an amazing 
$15,230 raised through the 
auction of the footballs, 
but more amazing were 
the footballs themselves: 
a series of hand-painted, 
one-off artworks that each 
represented the spirit that 
Maddie displayed in her fight 
against Bone Marrow Failure 
Syndrome (BMFS).

Our thanks to all the talent 
involved as well as the 
committee who brought  
it together.

May, June, July & August

PLAYERS

CALLUM PRESTON
MADELEINE STAMER

CARLA MCRAE
WONDERLUST

LING
MAYONAIZE

KENTARO YOSHIDA
OTIS CAREY

LUKE DAY
XAVIER DAVIES

KASPER RAGLUS

LUKE HODGE
MOANA HOPE
DARCY VESCIO
PATRICK DANGERFIELD
BRENDON GODDARD
NATHAN JONES
OLLIE WINES
ZACK WILLIAMS
RORY SLOANE
NICK RIEWOLDT
JACK RIEWOLDT

ARTIST

Thank you to iD Signs for creating a spectacular exhibition
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The Tallangatta Football 
Netball Club and local 
community raised $7800 
for Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision 
through their fundraising 
round with Kiewa. 

The idea was born out of 
Paul O’Reilly’s connection to 
Nick Riewoldt’s sister, having 
fought Aplastic Anaemia 
alongside her in hospital.  
Mr O’Reilly’s daughter Jess, 
co-ordinated the fundraiser 
and said her expectations 
were to raise a couple 
thousand dollars through a 
raffle and auction. These were 
blown out of the water and 
we couldn’t be more grateful.

May, June, July & August

Tallangatta FC

The O’Reilly Family

Tallangatta Netball Team
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All Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision merchandise  
was sold out on the day. They sold so many 

raffle tickets, more books were bought!
Paul’s sights are now set on an annual 

fundraising round.

Thanks to this amazing community!

Tallangatta Football Team
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Salters Hire Garage 
Sale (Tasmania)
Mammoth thanks to Salters Hire for donating all of the 
proceeds from this garage sale. Within one hour, most 
items (thousands) were sold and $10,800 was donated. 
Thanks to everyone who supported - especially 
Tasbulk. What an amazing outcome! 

To the owners and dear friends of our family, Jarrod 
and Madeleine Nation, a huge thanks. 

Thankyou to our partners 
Mercedes-Benz Brighton 
for holding their annual 
ladies lunch and raising 
over $4,000 for us. 

Big thanks to Leanne 
Quirk for hosting and 
Dee Dee Dunleavy & Fi Fi 
Box for the entertaining 
presentation on their 
career fashion faux pas! 
All of your support for us 
is heartfelt. Thank you to 
Geoff Quirk for including 
us in all you do. Especially 
supporting great women! 

September, October, November & December

Annual Mercedes Benz 
Brighton Ladies Lunch

Nicky Long, Ann Peacock, FiFi Box, Dee Dee Dunleavy, Geoff and Leanne Quirk
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Ben & Ford 
half marathon 

Winery Lane 
For partnering with us on becoming a virtual wine maker
Winery Lane offered an exciting new venture to those who love the art of making (and 
drinking) wine. The “Master versus Apprentices” Wine Lovers challenge is a unique 
opportunity to pit your skills against Yarra Glen’s Greenstone Vineyards, and award-winning 
vintner Travis Bush’s 25 years experience, to develop a vintage of your own and be involved 
in every major decision required to produce a bottle of your very own wine.

Signing up is $250 and, experience aside, you’ll receive a boxed twin pack with a bottle of 
your wine and an exclusive bottle of wine created on the adjacent row by Travis, presented 
in a wooden display box, with tasting notes and that all important rating, compiled by wine 
critic Nick Stock who will conduct a blind tasting of the two wines.

Winery Lane is donating all profits to Maddie’s Vision from every sign up.

September, October, November & December

Ben Rozen and Ford Hoogendoorn

During their final year at high school, Ben and 
Ford committed to running 21 kilometres in 
the Melbourne Marathon to raise funds for 
Maddie’s Vision. An absolutely inspirational 
physical effort combined with the mentally 
challenging time of year 12, they managed to 
beat their target and raise an amazing $5050. 
Thank you Ben and Ford and to all who 
supported their incredible feat.

“After seeing the profound effect the Riewoldt 
family tragedy had on those close to Maddie, 
as well as the broader football community 
in which Ben and I are immersed, we were 
moved. In observing this, along with the 
progress being made by MRV, we could not 
help but feel inspired to contribute however 
we could.”
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BICSI Conference Dinner
The team at BICSI – a not for profit organisation supporting 
designers and installers of information technology systems for 
residential, commercial and government applications – held 
their annual dinner in September attended by Maddie’s Vision 
CEO Nicky Long and Deputy Chair, Nick Riewoldt. The members 
generously donated $8200 to Maddie’s Vision. 

September, October, November & December

The highly anticipated second instalment 
of Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision and ALI Group 
partnership event series, Breakfast with an 
AFL Twist, was served on September 1 at 
Etihad Stadium with a panel of AFL greats: 
Robert Murphy, Luke Ball and Leigh Montagna,  
discussing all things footy, recalling highlights 
from their impressive careers and revealing  
their finals predictions. 
 
The breakfast followed the launch event in 
March where ALI Group CEO Huy Truong 
announced the partnership with Maddie’s 
Vision. The breakfast panel, facilitated by 
Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision CEO, Nicky Long who, 
alongside Truong, spoke to the ALI mortgage 
brokers of the importance of partnerships, such 
as Maddie’s Vision and the ALI Group, in helping 
to raise awareness of, and funding for, medical 
research into Bone Marrow Failure Syndromes.

AIS Conference Dinner 
(Queensland)

ALI Prefinals Footy 
Panel Breakfast

Chair of our board, Jen Trethewey, celebrated the 
support for Maddie’s Vision on the Gold Coast, 
Queensland with Australian Industrial Supplies 
(AIS Group) at its annual gala dinner. 

The Queensland community couldn’t have been 
more generous, putting on a spectacular evening at 
SeaWorld and raising $21,700 for Maddie’s Vision. 
Thanks to all those who made this happen. We 
appreciate you choosing us to support. What a night!

Huy Truong, Kate Sheahan, Bob Murphy, Nicky Long, 
Leigh Montagna, Jennifer Trethewey (Chair), Luke Ball

Jennifer Trethewey accepting generous cheque
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For the third year in a row, TasTAFE Drysdale hosted its 
annual ‘Purple Party’ in support of Maddie’s Vision. As usual, 
the efforts of Garry Rand and his team, have surpassed all 
expectations. With thanks to the talent of both staff and 
students, guests came from far and wide to support Maddie’s 
Vision, embracing the purple theme and enjoying a spectacular 
evening of locally prepared produce. It displayed not only the 
flair the TasTAFE students have for hospitality but also the hard 
work both students and staff put in to the event. The evening 
was a night of live entertainment, silent auctions, super raffles 
and a live art auction. 

Local artist, Graham Haskell painted his auction item 
throughout the night, whilst budding chefs from the TasTAFE 
Cert II cookery course provided an amazing meal: canapes, 
antipasto platters and all-night grazing as well as a Maddie’s 
Vision cake for dessert! 

September, October, November & December

All proceeds from the evening were donated directly to 
Maddie’s Vision. This year’s event raised $14,000 due to the 
outstanding generosity of TasTAFE hospitality staff, students 
and sponsors who donate 100% of their time each year. This 
brings the total efforts over 3 years to $30,000!

TasTAFE sponsors also made the night possible with donations 
from many, providing goods and services to ensure the fund 
raiser can donate 100% straight to medical research to find a 
cure for Bone Marrow Failure.

The night was attended by many family members and 
Maddie’s Vision Chair, Jennifer Trethewey, Board Member, 
Jarrod Nation and CEO, Nicky Long. 

For Maddie’s Vision, the night is a testament to the support 
enjoyed from so many different communities around Australia 
and the determination of each and every Maddie’s Vision 
supporter to ensure we move one step closer every day to 
making Maddie Riewoldt’s vision a reality.

So many sponsors were involved and we would like to thank  
to the following major sponsors who helped make the night  
a great success: Best Western; Strahan Village; Freycinet 
Lodge; Cradle Mountain Hotel; Country Club Casino; Mures; 
Thousand Lakes Lodge; Peppers Seaport; Salamanca Inn;  
Blue Hills Honey; House of Arras and Gordon River Cruise, 
RACT Destinations.

Drysdale TAFE Tasmania 
fundraising dinner

Jennifer Trethewey accepting generous cheque
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For the second year, Maddie 
Riewoldt’s Vision announced 
‘Maddie’s Month’ and an 
annual $100,000+ donation 
from leading glass-house 
tomato producer Flavorite 
Tomatoes. Sales of Flavorite’s 
Cherry Burst Tomatoes 
and Vine Ripened Cherry 
Tomatoes, sold exclusively 
through Coles stores 
nationally, will fund a research 
project at the Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre. The research 
will focus on genome editing 
of haematopoietic stem and 
progenitor cells aimed at uncovering novel therapeutics for Aplastic Anaemia and other Bone 
Marrow Failure Syndromes (BMFS). The project, led by Dr Yih-Chih Chan and Professor Mark 
Dawson, continues Maddie’s Vision commitment to a greater understanding of, and cure for, 
Bone Marrow Failure Syndromes.

Speaking about the ongoing partnership with Flavorite, Jack Riewoldt, Maddie’s cousin and 
Maddie’s Vision ambassador, said: “Maddie’s Vision has a single focus - to fund the urgent needs 
in medical research that will discover improved treatments and a cure for BMFS”. 

September, October, November & December

Flavorite  
#maddiesmonth
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Maddie ran out of treatment 
options and lost her fight. 
Maddie’s Month, and the support 
from Flavorite and Coles, 
provides us with a commitment 
to help fund important research 
and ensure others don’t face 
what Maddie went through.”

Flavorite co-founder Mark Millis 
battled a blood cancer and 
knows from personal experience 
how critical medical research 
is to finding better patient 
outcomes. Millis’ son Chris,  
Farm Manager, said:  

Coles General Manager Fresh Produce,  
Brad Gorman, said

“Flavorite is really 
excited about 
supporting Maddie’s 
Vision to make a 
difference in our 
understanding of 
Aplastic Anaemia and 
Bone Marrow Failure.”

“Flavorite is a long-standing 
supplier who were recently 
recognised as a Community 
Champion at Coles’ annual 
Supplier Awards for their 
support of Maddie’s Vision.”
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Joe & Fiona Riewoldt join 
Melbourne Boomers as 
official ambassadors.
Joe and Fiona have become 
passionate fans of the Boomers 
women’s basketball team and were 
an important part of the team’s home 
game against Canberra on Saturday 
November 18. Purple Power Day was 
held and Boomers supporters got 
their purple on to help celebrate 
Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision.

September, October, November & December

Melbourne Boomers 
Purple Power Day - WNBL

Fiona, Indyanna Harper, Monique Conti, Joe. Pic from Michelle 
Couling Photography

Indyanna with sister, Madison who donated the life saving bone 
marrow for Indyanna.

“Maddie was an avid 
player of sport. She 
played and was a big 
fan of soccer, AFL and 
basketball,” 
Joe and Fiona said.

“She was frustrated by the lack of 
pathways for talented sports women 
so we couldn’t be happier with our 
involvement with the Melbourne 
Boomers. It’s fitting Melbourne’s 
WNBL club’s colours include purple, 
Maddie’s favourite colour, and we are 
connected to their drive to increase 
the profile of women’s elite sporting 
talent.” 

The showcase game attracted a 
crowd of several thousand and a 
win for the Melbourne Boomers. 
Nine-year-old, Bone Marrow Failure 
patient, Indyanna “signed” with 
the  Boomers and the game was 
promoted with Indyanna as the 
youngest (and shortest) contracted 
player in WNBL history. From 
Geelong,  Indyanna underwent a 
successful stem cell transplant (from 
a match with her sister) earlier in 
2017  to treat her Aplastic Anaemia.
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Jack Riewoldt with Monique Conti

Liz Cambage pictured with young WNBL Boomer fans.

The day was a sea of purple and a 
great success. The Boomers wore 
a special purple uniform and asked 
supporters to also wear purple 
and ‘Dunk A Fiver’ to donate $5 to 
Maddie’s Vision.

Special thanks to Tony Hallam, 
Justin Nelson, Lauren Jackson and 
all of the team players. Also, to 
Shannon Knaus from the WNBL 
and Fox Sports for getting behind 
the promotion of the game. We 
look forward to strengthening this 
wonderful partnership in Women’s 
basketball in 2018. 

Lastly, congratulations to the 
Boomers for making the grand-
final series.



From Allen and Unwin’s website: The Things that Make Us 
is Nick’s autobiography, written with a deep intelligence 
and insight, and giving a fascinating perspective on his 
extraordinary life and career. As Nick described it:

‘I hope there’s something in these pages for everyone who’s 
known grief, especially anyone who’s lost a sibling. I hope, too, 
that my story brings a deeper understanding of a footballer’s 
crazy world. An insight into what goes into making it, what it 
takes to stay there, and the crippling anxiety that can consume 
you when your burden is to accept only the best. I hope it 
paints a picture of what it’s like to be the focus of acclamation 
and scandal, the good and bad of a searing spotlight, and how 
these experiences can bring out the best and worst in us.

‘I hope it honours my family - the German and Tasmanian sides 
with their stories of struggle and endurance - who are the 
essence of the book’s title. I hope it gives thanks for the love 
I found on the other side of the world, and the beautiful next 
generation Cath and I are building together. 

‘I hope above all that it honours my sister Maddie. 
‘These are the things that made me.’

Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision sold 760 copies of these books 
individually signed by Nick. Allen & Unwin pledged to donate 
$1 from each book sold to Maddie’s Vision. At the end of last 
year, this tally was close to 30,000 copies nationally. Huge 
thanks to all of these generous contributions. 

The Things That Make Us 
Nick Riewoldt with Peter Hanlon. Published by Allen and Unwin. 

Marshall White (Bayside)
Marshall White Real Estate Bayside are amazing - not 
only did they do a fantastic job selling a property before 
Christmas, but they donated their entire commission to 
Maddie’s Vision! A huge and heartfelt thanks to the agents 
and friends of Carly and Jack Riewoldt: Matt Pillios, Andrew 
Campbell and Dean McMurray - you are so generous and on 
behalf of Maddie’s Vision, thank you. We are so grateful for 
your $11,000 contribution.

36 Nick Riewoldt
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Q1. Tell us who Andrea and 
Paul are?

We grew up in Melbourne and 
met at work.  We have been 
married for 38 years and have 
lived all our married life in 
Wantirna.  We worked in the 
insurance industry for over 40 
years in both the public and 
private sectors in managerial 
positions.

Q2. What brought you to 
offer to be a volunteer for 
Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision?

We both retired late last year.  
The organisations that we 
most recently worked for both 
promoted volunteer days.  
As a result, we volunteered 
at a number of diverse 
community organisations 
including conservation, 
disability services and other 
not for profit groups.  Some 
of the activities include house 
painting, weed control and 
packing food parcels.

When we retired, we wanted 
to look for a foundation or 
charity to offer services on a 
volunteer basis.  The openness 
of the Riewoldt family in 
telling Maddie’s story and 
their commitment to bringing 
Maddie’s Vision to life gave 
an insight into a syndrome 
of which many people had 
little or no knowledge.  I have 
been a Saints member for 
over 50 years (Paul barracks 
for Carlton) and have admired 
Nick as both a player and 
person.  Having been to the 
first Maddie’s Match, and 
seeing what could be 

Getting to know Andrea and Paul Owen

Getting to know 
Andrea and Paul Owen

achieved though the football 
community, MRV was our first 
call to offer support.

Q3. What activities do you 
provide support for and how 
often?

At the moment, we provide 
assistance on an ad hoc basis 
particularly leading up to the 
main fundraising events.  This 
has included merchandise 
mail outs, manning the Art of 
Football stand and rattling 
tins at Maddie’s Match.

Q4. Why are you motivated 
to continue to volunteer?

Having experienced the 
dedicated team at Maddie’s 
Vision, you really feel that 
all the work being done can 
make a difference and to be 
a part of that environment is 
extremely rewarding.

Q5. What are you most 
looking forward to in 2018?

We are looking forward to 
an overseas trip later in the 
year but until then we hope 
to continue to be involved in 
a range of activities with MRV 
to support the goals of finding 
a cure for BMFS.

Our personal appreciation to 
these very special people.



• Darcy Vescio
• Alana King
• Jack Riewoldt
• Brendon Goddard
• Sam Wood
• Maverick Weller

Ambassador & Friends

Ambassadors and  
Friends of Maddie’s Vision

Special mention
Annabel Banks
We are forever indebted to the twice 
weekly support that Annabel Banks 
provides to our office and team. Annabel 
has been coming to assist as a volunteer 
doing administration, supporting 
events and writing communication to 
our supporters since 2016. We are so 
appreciative of not only her time but her 
dedication to our cause – her passion 
has extended to introductions, procuring 
amazing raffle and auction prizes and 
negotiating donations of goods and 
services. A busy mother of three and a 
friend to many, along with volunteer roles 
at her children’s schools, we hope you 
know how much we rely on and value your 
generosity and professionalism. 

Michael Russell
Our board extends a deep appreciation for 
the support and work of Michael Russell. 
Michael joined our board in September 
2016.  As co-chair of the sponsorships 
and partnerships committee, Michael 
ensured we developed and secured new 
partnerships and sponsorships, including 
MoneyQuest who have raised close to 
$18,000. We thank Michael for his passion 
and commitment to Maddie’s Vision. We 
know that he joined our board to provide 
support to a family, whose pain and loss 
he empathised with. Married to Fran and a 
committed father to his two girls, Sammie 
and Georgie, Michael understands family 
love and loss. Indeed part of the reason 
Michael has stepped back from his role 
with us, is to support his daughter Sammie, 
with her new sleepwear range “Sleep with 
Me”. We wish Michael all of the best and 
know we will remain strongly connected 
through MoneyQuest and all of the 
ongoing fundraising events you continue 
to support.

38



39Our Board

Nick Riewoldt 
Deputy Chair

Tony Shadforth 
Director of  

Finance/Risk

David Ritchie 
Director of Grants

Jarrod Nation 
Co-Director of   

Sponsors & Partnerships

Jennifer Trethewey 
Chair

Michael Russell 
Co-Director of   

Sponsors & Partnerships

John Gdanksi 
Director of Legal

Alex Riewoldt 
Co Director of 

Marketing

Tim Hirst 
Co Director of 

Marketing

Our Board

Learn more about our board’s expertise here:  
http://www.mrv.org.au/our-people
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•  Annabel Banks
•  Scott Kavanagh
•  Andrea and Paul Owen
•  Hannah Williams
•  Melissa Love
•  Natasha La Rosa
•  Leanne Corrigan
•  Lynne Williams
•  Trudy Booker
•  Lauren King
•  Michael Bentham
•  Wayne Bentham
•  Rebecca Bentham
•  Sam Bailey
•  Geoff Bailey
•  Robyn Wootton
•  Charlie Riewoldt
•  Sarah Phasey
•  Amy Sofoulis
•  Katie Breen
•  Rowan Waters
•  Adrian Correnti

•  Maurice Vasile
•  Adam Davy
•  Madison Torres-Davy
•  Laura Giles
•  Kayleigh McCabe
•  Emma King
•  Emilie Foden
•  Kate Dougherty
•  Gillian Holley
•  Eamonn Cooke
•  Erinn Montagna
•  Harry Calder
•  Francine Consi
•  Anni Hinze
•  Paula Collinson
•  Sandra Garcia-Lainez
•  Daniel Monk
•  Louise Xue
•  Natalie Herbert
•  Peter Baumgartner
•  Nicky Baumgartner
•  Steven Widiarto

Huge appreciation to
our volunteers

•  Fran Russell
•  Sammie Russell
•  Brodie Wilkinson
•  Julie Ryburn
•  Daryn Weller
•  Ash Ryburn
•  Michael Russell
•  Jimmy Christou
•  Peter Dean
•  Carlie Dean
•  Angie Kyparisis
•  Yana Kyparisis
•  Somer Smith
•  Nicholas Phaedonos
•  Bridget Cox
•  Naomi Li
•  Akmal Yang
•  Gonzalo Rodino
•  Brendan Ma
•  Selina Peck
•  Liqi Zhang
•  Nick Ciancio
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Art of Football:  

• Nicky Long (chair)
• Lewis Pitchford
• Xavier Davies
• Alastair Evans
• Hugh Evans
• Maryclare Los
• Sarah Fitton
• Natasha Levy
• Alex Riewoldt 

Maddie’s Match:

•  Tim Hirst (chair)
•  Nicky Long
•  Carlie Merenda
•  Scott Kavanagh
•  Alex Riewoldt
•  Jen Trethewey
•  John Gdanski
•  Jonathan Coyne
•  Lisa Laing
•  Carly Riewoldt
•  Penny Gollan
•  Ben Jenkins
•  Bill Lane

Committees

Our Committees

Annual Tasmanian Lunch:

•  Hank Petrusma
•  Jarrod Nation
•  Linda Weare
•  Belinda Collis
•  Damon Wise

Partnership and Sponsorship:

•  Michael Russell (co-chair)
•  Jarrod Nation (co-chair)
•  Nicky Long
•  Jen Trethewey
•  Geoff Quirk
•  Tony Hallam
•  Peter DiVenuto
•  Lewis Pitchford

Major Donor:

• Edward Kemp
• Tony Shadforth
• Nicky Long

Grants:

• Prof David Ritchie (chair)
• Prof Suzanne Crowe
• Prof David Haylock
• Dr Rachel Conyers

Nick and Jack pictured with Elliot Vanderland. Pic Michael Klein
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Special thanks to all those who put their 
weight behind Converse, Flavorite, Art of 
Football, Maddie’s Match and a number 

of our key sponsor events:

Georgia Love, Sam Johnson, Glenn Maxwell, Jane Bunn, Bruce Eva,  
Danny Frawley, Steph Claire-Smith, Ash Pollard, Giann Rooney, Jack Riewoldt, 

Dustin Martin, Trent Cotchin, Alex Rance, David Astbury,  St Kilda Football Club, 
Nick Dal Santo, Richmond Football Club,  Steph McIntosh, Alex Fevola,  

Brendon Fevola, Dee Dee Dunleavy, Fifi Box, Luke & Amy Ball, Bob & Justine 
Murphy, Leigh & Erinn Montagna, Nathan Brown, Kate Sheahan, Mike Sheahan,  

Hamish McLachlan, Matt McGuire, Roxy Riewoldt, Catherine Riewoldt,  
Carly Riewoldt, Rosie Goddard, Tiffany Cherry, Sam Lane, Hugh Goddard, 

Lachie Weller, Cameron Ling, Patrick Dangerfield, Luke Hodge, Ollie Wines, 
Zach Williams, Rory Sloane, Sammie Russell, Matthew Richardson & 

Genevieve Holliday, Rebecca Maddern, Nathan Brown, Danny Frawley,  
Nathan Jones, Moana Hope, Jess Cameron, Madison Torres-Davy, 

James Brayshaw, Billy Brownless, Brad McEwan, Mike Larkan, 
Josh Bruce, Sam Gilbert, Jack Newnes, Jack Billings,  
Tom Hickey, Jarryn Geary, Travis Boak, Travis Cloake, 

Darcy Vescio, Alana King, Brendon Goddard, 
Sam Wood, Maverick Weller.
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I’m the Maddie’s Vision Executive 
Administrator – the one you’ll hear at 
the end of the phone, receive emails 

from when you contact us or see at Maddie’s 
Vision events with a collection bucket.  After 
a long career in politics, I was looking for a 
role that could give me a sense of pride and 
achievement in helping others.  As a long-
suffering Saints fan in a household of Tigers 
(my partner, Tim, and twin daughters, Ellie 
and Frannie), the Riewoldt connection piqued 
my interest.  And the support, enthusiasm 
and inclusiveness of the Maddie’s Vision 
Board and Riewoldt family has made me stay.  
We’ve taken on some challenging fundraising 
events over 2016/17 and I look forward most 
to improving on our results in 2018, especially 
Maddie’s Match. I hope to cross paths with 
you during the year.  
Go Saints!

We thank Kate for her 
passion to all the daily 

things we achieve.

Who is Kate Stewart?

Who is 
Kate Stewart?

”

“

Kate Stewart with Annabel Banks

Kate giving up her weekend to support SS&A at Albury
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Sponsors

TWP Sportswear

Sponsors

For the second year in a row, 
Adam Skrobolak and the team at 
TWP Sportswear have supported 
us. This year helping local sports 
clubs to raise close to $14,000! 
TWP generously  produce 
Maddie’s Vision branded uniforms 
for both Netball and Football  
and loan them to community 
clubs throughout Victoria so  
that they can hold a “Maddie’s 
Match” and raise funds for bone 
marrow failure. Thankyou to the 
following clubs: Skipton FNC, 
Scoresby FC, Morwell FNC,  
Corio FNC, Tallangatta FNC, 
Carisbrook FNC, Torquay FNC 
Youth Girls , Hamilton FNC .  
We are looking forward to 
continuing this partnership in 
2018 and TWP have offered to 
also look at supporting basketball 
clubs too if there is interest.

Mercedes-Benz 
Brighton
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Spotlight on 
Mercedes Benz 
Brighton
We caught up with Geoff Quirk, dealer principal of Mercedes 
Benz Brighton (MBB), to hear why he chose Maddie’s Vision 
as their charity. “Mercedes-Benz Brighton is proud to be 
associated with Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision and has adopted 
MRV as our charity partner. We consider ourselves a socially 
responsible business, supporting numerous sporting clubs, 
local initiatives and fund raising. Maddie’s Vision represents  
the values that we hold with a strong connection to the 
community and a willingness to assist those less fortunate.  
We are extremely impressed that MRV is not only raising funds 
to support research, but is actually investing those funds to 
actively help to save lives. Any contribution or assistance in 
fund raising that MB Brighton can provide is rewarding to the 
company and our staff alike”. 

We are most grateful for the funds that MBB raise at golf days, 
car Launches, ladies lunches and also for the introductions they 
provide to increase awareness for what we do. We have formed 
a number of strong but related partnerships with organisations 
and we are most appreciative that so many of their staff put up 
their hand to volunteer for all of our events. We look forward to 
continuing to work with this close knit team in 2018.

Mercedes-Benz 
Brighton
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We have been fortunate to be 
in partnership with Mortgage 
Brokers, MoneyQuest (MQ) since 
the end of 2016.  Since then, MQ 
have donated $18,000. Managing 
Director, Michael Russell explains 
why they chose to partner with 
Maddie’s Vision. “MoneyQuest 
is proud to support Maddie’s 
Vision for a number of reasons: 
First and foremost - to assist 
in helping to fund the research 
to find a cure for bone marrow 
failure and prolong life is simply 
reason enough. Secondly - to see 
the devastating impact Maddie’s 
passing had on her family and 
friends further fuels our desire to 
try and make sure young people 
like Maddie and their families 
can have a much better outlook 
when diagnosed with bone 
marrow failure. And thirdly - as a 
young franchise group that has 
aligned with Maddie’s Vision, it 
gives us a common purpose to 
focus our corporate philanthropic 
obligations”. 

We are very grateful to the 
MoneyQuest team and their 
brokers – not only donating 
funds but also most regularly 
volunteering to assist at our  
major events. 

Appreciation for: 
MoneyQuest

Spotlight on MoneyQuest
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Who is 
One Small Step Collective?

Q: Tell us in a few sentences who OSSC are?
We are a data-driven creative communications agency 
that works with everyone from the Federal Government 
through to startups.

Q: What is your expertise? What are you passionate 
about in your industry?
Our experience and expertise are really broad. The 
founders of our business all have 20+ years experience 
that stretches from Research, Strategy through to 
Creative and Production. Our business gets really 
excited about data. It sounds super nerdy but data and 
knowledge fuel everything we do. We believe it’s a big 
part of the future.

Q: How did you get involved in Maddie’s Vision and 
why do you continue to support them after almost  
3 years?
We were asked to help the week after Maddie passed 
and it’s probably the hardest job we’ve done. We tried 
to create a brand that friends and family could recognise 
as Maddie but that would also be something the general 
public could understand and get behind. We are closely 
connected to the family. And by that we don’t just mean 
the Riewoldts, we mean the bigger family - everyone 
that works on the MRV and helps out on raising money 
for the fight against BMFS. There are some inspiring 
people on the team and it’s humbling for us to be a part 
of it.

Q: How can people get in contact with you if they are 
interested in working with you?
We are always open for a chat with people that think 
they could benefit from what we do. You can have a 
peek at OneSmallStepCollective.com or call John or 
James on 9999 7903.



Snowdome Foundation
www.snowdome.org.au

“Making hope real for Australians  
with blood cancers”.
Since 2015, the Snowdome Foundation has 
collaborated with Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision.  
They provide great support, overseeing our 
governance with their corporate and legal 
framework. We are immensely grateful for the 
structure they have provided and efficiencies 
created with both our organisations.

Snowdome Foundation’s mission is to accelerate 
new treatments to Australian blood cancer 
patients to help them live longer, better lives.

$21M
Since inception 

raised over

LESS THAN 15% 
EXPENSES TO 

REVENUE

and operates at

PATIENTS PER 
YEAR

The Christine and  
Bruce Wilson Centre  

for Lymphoma Genomics 
aims to provide complex 
genomic testing to over

1000

320

gained access to new 
treatments through

17 CLINICAL 
TRIALS

with Snowdome 
support

AUSTRALIAN 
BLOOD CANCER 

PATIENTS 
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Dear Maddie from 
Fiona Riewoldt 
a letter three years on 
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